






CHAIR’S REPORT 

SPIRAL in the Burdekin Dry 
Tropics
The SPIRAL (“Strategic Partnership 
Incentives for Revitalising Active 
Landcare”) project was a 3 year 
community support project which 
aimed to enhance the involvement 
of the wider community in Landcare 
activities in the Burdekin Rangelands. 
The project was led by Dalrymple 
Landcare Committee Inc. and funded 
by Burdekin Dry Tropics NRM through 
the National Landcare Programme. 
The Upper Burdekin Rangelands has 
a strong 20 year history of landcare 
activities and the SPIRAL project aimed 
to continue these activities through 
a range of on ground activities and 
training activities administered by a 
full time project offi cer to deliver the 
project objectives. 

Activities funded through the SPIRAL 
project included 66 on ground projects. 
Of these projects, 33 (50%) were 
carried out with landholders who were 
not previously involved in Landcare. 
Likewise, 35 (56%) were carried out 
with small rural block holders. The 
on ground works achieved through 
the SPIRAL project were targeted at 
improved management practices, 
and included riparian fencing, land 

reclamation works, seeding of 
improved pastures, fencing to land 
type, implementing alternative watering 
points and woody weed control 
through chemical and mechanical 
intervention. 

A range of education and training 
activities were also offered including 
subsidies for 51 landholders to 
participate in training of GPS/Computer 
mapping courses and 19 Grazing Land 
Management course participants. 
These activities were offered as a way 
of enhancing landholders’ abilities to 
establish and implement property 

management plans on their properties 
and were delivered in conjunction with 
training providers such as AgForward, 
QDPI&F and Meat and Livestock 
Australia.

Leading landholders in the region were 
also recognised through the Good Land 
Management Awards held in each of 
the three years of the SPIRAL project. 
Stories of the successful Landcarers 
can be viewed on line through the 
PlaceStories website as part of the 
Digital Dalrymple Landcare page (see 
www.landcare.placestories.com).

    




