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Duplication slashed across sustainable ag 
Systematic sustainable agriculture has exposed what many already knew – primary producers across Queensland making great gains. 
The considerable efforts of Queensland’s primary producers in moving towards sustainable agriculture have been rewarded with more efficient and coordinated support programs.

Andrew Drysdale, Queensland Regional Natural Resource Management (NRM) Groups Collective Chief Executive Officer said the state’s primary producers were already achieving positive outcomes through funding programs and information, which added value to their own investments in farming systems.
“Queensland’s growers and producers are continuing to make giant steps towards farming that is sustainable in the long term and meets triple bottom line targets,” Mr Drysdale said.

“State-wide collaboration of representative bodies, regional NRM arrangements, government and industry is better supporting farmers’ sustainable agriculture efforts and promoting real and effective on-the-ground achievements,” he said.
“This project builds on existing activities already being implemented by industry and primary producers in partnership with regional NRM groups, industry groups and government agencies.

“This is a huge task. The Systematic Approach to Sustainable Agriculture across Queensland project is a great first step.”

Regional NRM Groups, peak industry bodies conservation groups and government agencies from across Queensland met recently in Townsville to further strengthen partnerships and programs towards sustainable agriculture efforts on-the-ground. 

The project, launched last year, is funded by the Natural Heritage Trust Strategic Reserve, managed by the Fitzroy Basin Association and led by The Collective in partnership with the Queensland Farmers’ Federation, AgForce and AgForward.
Mr Drysdale says it has hit the ground running with initiatives at the property, catchment and regional levels.

The project brings together regional NRM bodies, industry groups, the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries (DPI&F), the Department of Natural Resources and Water (DNR&W), the Reef Water Quality Partnership (RWQP), the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the National Landcare Program, and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Association (GBRMPA).

Mr Drysdale said the three-stage project had begun with better coordination and delivery of changes in practices designed by industry and regional NRM groups. 
“The adoption of best management practices that are workable and enterprise-specific are vital to the success of sustainable agriculture,”
 he said.
“The second stage of the project has focused on enhanced availability of sustainable agriculture information, learning and coordination networks.
“The third stage is ensuring property management programs are linked at a regional scale so information is exchanged more readily and producers are achieving sustainable production based on triple bottom line targets.”
He said the project would continue to strengthen the coordination of sustainable agriculture delivery and influence future funding opportunities.

This collaborative sustainable agriculture work across Queensland has relevance to all regional NRM groups and their partners who are involved in the design and delivery of sustainable agriculture initiatives that rely on practice change at the farm level.
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