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30 March 2010
Giving communities a voice in managing the Cape’s resources
After a lengthy community consultation process across Cape York, the region will soon have its own community based organisation for natural resource management planning.
For the past five years, every region of Australia, except Cape York, has been supported in natural resource planning by a regional organisation responsible for community engagement and investment in on-ground programs.

The community consultation process, which ran across 12 months in Cape York communities, has led to Queensland and Australian Governments recognising the importance of providing an avenue for community interaction in natural resource management across the region.

The new organisation will allow the Cape York community to provide input into regional planning processes and to identify natural resource management investment priorities across the Cape.

Andrew Drysdale, CEO Queensland Regional NRM Groups Collective believes the new organisation will be in a unique position to leverage funds for managing the Cape’s unique environment and support people to adopt better land management practices.

“Across the state, regional natural resource management bodies have worked closely with their communities to develop resource management plans, secure Australian and Queensland government funding and build relationships with land managers to ensure sustainability across industries,” Drysdale said.
“Our community-based model for managing natural resources in Queensland is heralded as a good example of what communities can do when they work together,” he said. “The new Cape York regional natural resource management group will be supported to build strong relationships throughout the Cape, resulting in good land management and the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems.”
“By working together, it is hoped that more investment will be attracted to the cape, particularly for natural resource management, sustainable agriculture and conservation outcomes.”

Nominations are now open for positions on the inaugural board of the Cape York Regional Natural Resource Management Group and close 23 April 2010 (not March as previously advertised).  Information about registering to vote, or nominating for the board is available by calling Queensland Regional NRM Groups Collective on 07 4699 5000 or by visiting www.rgc.org.au/news.

Drysdale explained that the election process is being run by the Australian Electoral Commission.  He also explained some of the elements of the nomination process.
“Only Cape York residents are eligible to sit on the board. And each sector, for example tourism and conservation, are able to vote on their representative.”
“We want to make sure that the process of nominating for, and electing board members is transparent, fair and professionally conducted, which is why we’ve engaged the Australian Electoral Commission to manage the process for us.”

“We are looking forward to working with a diverse and talented group of new board members, and encourage interested people to contact us for more information.”
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