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MEDIA RELEASE 
8 June 2010
Farmers caring for the Reef
A Reef Rescue Showcase being held in Cairns this week, will profile some of the efforts being made by farmers to improve water quality flowing to the Great Barrier Reef.
Reef Rescue is a $200 million, five year investment by the Australian Government under its Caring for Our Country initiative. 

Dan Galligan, CEO of Queensland Farmers’ Federation said the event will showcase the efforts farmers are making to change their farm practices for the benefit of the Reef.

“As well as involving a number of farmers as delegates, the Showcase also profiles the work of a number of farmers who are making improvements on their properties,” Mr Galligan said.

“Stephen Calgano and Doug Crees are cane growers from Mossman,” Mr Galligan said. “These farmers have received funds through Reef Rescue for activities such as nutrient, chemical and soil management and they’ll share with participants their experiences around involvement in the Program.”

“Ben and Eliza Lawrie farm more than 950 hectares west of Rockhampton. They have adopted best management practices such as zero tillage and controlled traffic farming. Ben will be speaking at the Showcase about his involvement in Reef Rescue.”

“Victor and Roz Hartin farm more than 1800 hectares near Emerald,” Mr Galligan said. “They’ve been involved in the Grains Best Management Practice program through Reef Rescue. Victor will be speaking at the Showcase about how Reef Rescue has helped him improve his farming practices, thereby improving water quality flowing to the Reef.”

“These land managers join 15 other speakers who will be showcasing the outcomes of Reef Rescue across Queensland,” Mr Galligan said. “The program demonstrates how farmers can invest with Government to deliver outcomes that benefit the broader environment and also work well within their productive farming system”
As well as Minister Peter Garrett, more than 70 people are expected to attend the Showcase.
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